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RESPONSE MODE GRANTS — GENERAL ELIGIBILITY
CRITERIA

Eligibility criteria varies between grant schemes; specific details are given below. In general
{except where explicitly stated), lead applicants must be based at a UK Research institution
{a university or hospital department, or a Research Council-funded institute). Companies,
including SMEs, are not eligible to apply as lead applicants, but can be co-applicants.

Please note the terms and conditions of grant differ for each grant scheme and contracts are
drawn up individually once the grants have been awarded.
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All applications must fall within Alzheimer’s Research UK’s remit which covers biomedical
research in Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. Alzheimer's Research UK funds research
into treatment, diagnosis and prevention.

Of particular importance is research which has translational potential to benefit people with or
at risk of dementia. This includes basic preclinical as well as clinical research, but not care or
service delivery research.

Read more about our Research Strategy.
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SPECIAL/ONE-OFF CALLS

From time to time, we launch or participate in special/one-off calls, sometimes in partnership
with other funders. For these calls, the eligibility criteria may differ, and you are advised to
consult the individual grant scheme pages for more specific information before starting your
application.

If you remain unsure of your eligibility, please email research@alzheimersresearchuk.org to
discuss your eligibility further.

RACE AGAINST DEMENTIA FELLOWSHIP

The Applicant

e Applicants must have no more than six years post-FhD research experience at the time
of applying, adjusted for part-time working and career breaks.

o Applicants that have not yet been awarded their PhD may apply but must provide proof
that their PhD has been awarded before the final Grant Review Board meeting.

o Applicants to the Race Against Dementia Fellowship will not be eligible to apply for any
other Alzheimer’'s Research UK Fellowship schemes in the same round.

o Applicants to previous Race Against Dementia Fellowship calls may re-apply. In the
application form, applicants will be expected to directly address the Grant Review
Beard's feedback and detail any changes made in response to feedback.

o The Fellowship must have a UK academic or not-for-profit research institution as a base.

o The applicant will need to secure a Supervisor at the Host Institution who is expected
to hold a contract (fixed-term or tenure) for the duration of the project. If the Supervisor
does not hold tenure, the application must include a Co-Supervisor at the host institution
that does.

e For secondments to other institutions, which are actively encouraged through this
scheme, applications must include a Co-Supervisor from the Visiting Institution and a
letter of support from the relevant department. Race Against Dementia Fellowships aim
to be flexible; if opportunities for secondment arise after the start date, Fellows should
approach Alzheimer's Research UK with their plans.

o The Supervisors will provide the facilities required for the research programme, have
oversight of the Fellow and their research programme, contribute actively to the training
of the Fellow and be supportive of the Fellow’s involvement in the diverse
developmental oppertunities provided by Race Against Dementia.

MAJOR PROJECT GRANT

e The Major project grant scheme can also be used to fund *added value” sub-studies of
existing or planned clinical trials that are not being funded as part of a core trial.

e Grant amount: £50,000 to £350,000 the budget must be fully justified within the
application. Flease note ARUK does not cover indirect costs.

e The Lead Applicant must be based in a UK academic/research institution. However,
the application can include co-applicants and advisors from institutions outside the
UK.

e |fthe project requires Ethics approval {clinical work} and/or Home Office licences
(animal work), the award is dependent upon the reguisite approvals being granted.
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e The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract {fixed term or tenure) which covers
the proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure
appointment, the application must include a co-applicant that does.

e [f a grant applicant has more than 12 months remaining on an existing award with a
significant ARUK contribution (incl. Major project grant holder, DRI-funded Pls, DRI
Fellows or DDA-affiliated senicr leaders) at the time of application or is granted such
an award during the ARUK review process, they are not eligible to apply for a Major
project grant.

PILOT PROJECTS

o |f the project requires ethical approval {clinical work) and/or Home Office licences
(animal work), the award is dependent upon the requisite approvals being granted.

e Applicants seeking to obtain preliminary data before a collaboration with one or more
of ARUK's Drug Discovery Institutes are required to hold early discussions with one of
the DDI Chief Scientific Officers {C50s) regarding the suitability of the target and the
data that is necessary to obtain before further work is initiated. A letter of support for
the Pilot Project work plan will be required of the collaborating DBl CS0(s) with the
application.

e This grant scheme is not a funding mechanism for clinical trials.

e The Lead Applicant must be based in a UK academic/research institution. However, the
application can include co-applicants or collaborators from outside the UK.

o The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure} which covers
the proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure
appecintment, the application must include a co-applicant that does.

PHD SCHOLARSHIP

e Stipend in line with UKRI rates, PhD tuition fees at the home rate and research/travel
costs up to £15,000 per annum.

e The Lead Applicant must be the prospective Lead Supervisor, not the student.

The Lead Applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research
institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the
UK.

e The Lead Applicant, and thereby Lead Supervisor, is expected to have a contract (fixed
term or tenure) which covers the proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant
does not hold a tenure appointment, the application must include a co-applicant, and
thereby co-supervisor, that does.

e |f the project requires ethical approval andfor Home Office licences, the award is
dependent upon the requisite approvals being granted.

e Students can be identified after a funding decision has been made. However,
confirmation of an award is dependent upon ARUK approval of the student who will
undertake the project. This confirmation will require evidence that the student is of high
calibre and strongly motivated. Note that ARUK cannot cover the cost of tuition fees for
international students.

e PhD Scholarships are expected to begin at the start of the next academic year, however
there is some flexibility with respect to start date.

e The PhD Scholarship scheme covers a fullthree-year PhD programme. It does not cover
funding gaps for PhD students who have already started their studies or have obtained
part funding elsewhere.
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RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

e Prospective Research Fellows must be PhD-gualified non-clinical researchers.
e Prospective Research Fellows should be able to demonstrate:
o Evidence of previous research project{s) with impactful outputs, such as
publications and conference presentations
o an upward trajectory
o How they are starting to accumulate a tool-box of new skills that will serve as a
strong basis for future independent research activity
o how they are being increasingly recognised for their specialist expertise
e For a more detailed description of the skills and training a prospective Fellow is
expected to demonstrate, please read our Early Career Researcher Framework.

e Fellowships must be applied for by the prospective Fellow, not the Supervisor{s).

e Researchers who hold tenure are not eligible to apply as prospective Fellows.

o The prospective Fellow and Lead Supervisor must be based in a UK academic/research
institution. However, the application can include co-applicants or collabcrators from
outside the UK.

e Fellows are required to have secured a supervisor, a senior established investigator in
the institution where the Fellowship is to be held. The Supervisor will provide the
facilities required for the research programme, will have oversight of the Fellow and
their research programme, and will contribute actively to the further training of the
Fellow.

e The Lead Supervisor must have a contract (fixed term or tenure) with the host institution
covering the proposed duration of the Fellowship. If the Lead Supervisor does not hold
a tenure appointment, the application must include a co-supervisor that does.

e |f the project requires ethical approval and/for Home Office licences, the award is
dependent upon the requisite approvals being granted.

e Secondments are actively encouraged through this scheme; applications must include
a Ceo-Supervisor from the Visiting Institution and a letter of support from the relevant
department.
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SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP

e Prospective Senior Research Fellows must be PhD-gualified clinical or non-clinical
researchers on the verge of a *transition to independence”.
e Prospective Senior Research Fellows should be able to demonstrate:

o a streng track record of original and productive research in their area (as
evidenced by senior author publication(s) or other equivalent cutputs}, which
shows productivity and impact across past appointments {typically at least one
previous post-doctoral appointment).

o the progress they have made in moving towards independence through

i} diverse collaborations and partnerships independent of their sponsors
and past supervisors,

iiy receipt of small amounts of independent funding (such as a previous
intermediate fellowship) and/or

iii) a track record of effective management of a small number of their own
laboratory staff.

e For a more detailed description of the skills and training a prospective Fellow is
expected to demonstrate, please read our Early Career Researcher Framework.

Fellowships must be applied for by the prospective Fellow, not the Sponsor(s).

e Senior Fellowship Sponsors are expected to hold tenure or tenure-track appointments.

o The Lead Applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research
institution However, the application can include co-applicants or collaborators from
outside the UK.

e Senior Fellowships are intended for outstanding researchers who have already a strong
track record in dementia research but have not yet achieved tenure or tenure-track
status.

o |f the project requires ethical approval (clinical work) and/or Home Office licences
(animal work), the award is dependent upon the requisite approvals being granted.

e Senior Fellows are required to have secured the sponsorship of a senior established
investigator in the institution where the Fellowship is to be held. The Sponsor will
provide the facilities required for the research programme.

e |f the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is
dependent upon the requisite approvals being granted.
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DOCTORAL CLINICAL FELLOWSHIP

e This fellowship supports clinicians without a PhD. PhD holders should apply for our
advanced clinical fellowship grant scheme.

o Awards cover the applicant's salary (Specialty Registrar level or equivalent), project
costs, training, travel, and public involvement, up to £350,000. All costs must be
justified. Please note ARUK does not cover indirect costs.

e Fellowships are expected to be completed in up to four years full-time, or six years
part-time.

e The Fellow must be clinically qualified (e.g., UK MRCP, MRCPsych, BPS accreditation)
and hold an honorary clinical contract. Prospective Fellows should demonstrate:

Evidence of previous impactful research (publications, presentations)

An upward trajectory

Accumulation of new skills for future independent research

O
O
O
o Increasing recognition for their expertise

e [or detailed skills and training expectations, refer tc the Early Career Researcher
Framewaork.

e The Fellow must apply, not the supervisor. A senior investigator must supervise and
provide necessary facilities. The Lead Supervisor must have a secured contract or
tenure contract covering the fellowship period or a co-supervisor must be included.

e The Fellow and Lead Supervisor must be based in a UK institution, though external
collaborators are allowed. Support from the Host Institution is required for all Clinical
Fellowships. The Head of Department must provide a letter of support.

e Doctoral applicants may request up to 20% FTE for clinical practice; advanced
applicants up to 40%.

e The fellowship can fund a full PhD program, covering tuition fees for Home
candidates. International candidates need additional funding for extra tuition costs.

e FEthical and Home Office approvals must be obtained if applicable.

ADVANCED CLINICAL FELLOWSHIP

e The Fellow must be clinically qualified {(e.g., UK MRCP, MRCPsych, BPS accreditation)
with an honcrary clinical contract.

e Fellows applying for this grant scheme are expected to hold a PhD.

e Awards cover the applicant's salary (Specialty Registrar/Consultant level or equivalent)
and justified costs for the project, training, travel, conference attendance, and public
involvement, up to £500,000.

e Fellowships are expected to be completed within four years full-time or up to six years
part-time.

e Prospective Fellows should demonstrate:

o Evidence of previous impactful research (publications, presentations)
o An upward trajectory
o Accumulation of new skills for future independent research
o Increasing recognition for their expertise
e For detailed skills and training expectations, refer to the Early Career Researcher
Framework.
o The Lead Supervisor/Mentor is expected to provide supervision/support for the entire
duraticn of the fellowship and must have a fixed-term or tenured contract with the
Host Institution that covers the proposed fellowship period. If the Lead
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Supervisor/Mentor does not hold a contract for the duration of the fellowship, the
application must include a co-supervisor/co-mentor who does.

e The Lead Supervisor/Mentor must have a contract covering the fellowship period. If
not, a co-supervisor/co-mentor is required.

e The Fellow and Lead Supervisor/Mentor must be based in a UK academic/research
institution, but collaborators outside the UK are allowed. Support from the Host
Institution is required for all Clinical Fellowships. The Head of Department must
provide a letter of support.

e Advanced Clinical applicants needing over £500,000 can propose joint funding with
their Host NHS Organisation.

e Support from the Host Institution is required for all Clinical Fellowships. The Head of
Department must provide a letter of support.

e Fthical and Home Office approvals must be obtained if applicable.

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE GRANT

e The grantis to cover costs of up to £2,000, examples of eligible events include
but are not limited to:

- Workshops for collaborative planning ahead of funding calls

- Production of outputs such as landscape reviews, statements, reports
- Themed meetings

- Conferences

e The Lead Applicant must be based in a UK academic/research institution.
However, the conference co-applicants and venue may be international.
e The Lead Applicant is expected to hold tenure or tenure-track appointments.

e All grant holders are expected to submit a progress report on their projects. We
will ask for a brief report shortly after your event has taken place.
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