
 

 

Eligibility document 

Eligibility criteria vary between grant schemes; specific details are given below. In general 

(except where explicitly stated, such as the Global Clinical Trials Fund and the Dementia 

Consortium), lead applicants must be based at a UK Research institution (a university or 

hospital department, or a Research Council-funded institute). Companies, including SMEs, 

are not eligible to apply as lead applicants, but can be co-applicants.  

Applications must fall within Alzheimer’s Research UK’s funding remit which covers 

biomedical research in Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. ARUK funds research into 

cause, diagnosis/detection, prevention and treatment (disease modifying and symptomatic).  

Of particular importance is research which has translational potential for patient benefit. This 

includes basic preclinical as well as clinical research, but not care or service delivery 

research 

 

Major project/programme and Interdisciplinary Research Grant 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK.  

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does. 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

 

Pilot project 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK.  

The lead applicant must have a contract with the institution covering the duration of the 

grant. If the lead applicant does not hold a tenure or tenure-track appointment, the 

application must include a co-applicant that does.  



If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

 

Equipment 

ARUK would prefer to place equipment within centres of excellence (such as institutions 

within the ARUK Network), where it would enhance a strong dementia research 

environment. However, the quality of the applicants and their ongoing research will be the 

primary determinants of outcome. Grants will be awarded entirely on scientific merit in 

relation to ARUK’s remit, and on the basis of open competition and peer review. 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK.  

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does.  

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted.  

 

Extension 

Only available to extend active ARUK Major grants. 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK. 

Only one extension grant will be permitted per ARUK Major grant. 

The lead applicant must be the named grant holder for the ARUK Major grant to be 

extended. 

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does.   

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

 

Network cooperation 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be a member of the ARUK Network. 

A Network cooperation application must include two or more ARUK Network Centres. It can 

also include researchers or institutions outside the UK. 



The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does. 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

Network Support  

 

This scheme does not cover extensions to research delayed by difficulties with experiments. 

The Lead Applicant and point of contact must be a member of the ARUK Network. 

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does. 

 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted.  

Network Accelerate Scheme 

The Lead Applicant and point of contact must be a member of the ARUK Network. 

A Network Accelerate Scheme must include two or more ARUK Network Centres. It can also 
include researchers or institutions outside the UK. 

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 
proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 
the application must include a co-applicant that does.  

If the project requires Ethics approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 
upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

 

 

PhD Scholarship 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK.  

PhD Scholarships can only be applied for by individual or joint supervisors, not students.  

The Lead Supervisor is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-supervisor that does. 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted.  



ARUK recognises it may not be possible to identify the student until after a funding decision 
has been made. However, the confirmation of an award is dependent on ARUK approval of 
the student who will undertake the project. This confirmation will require evidence that the 
student is of high calibre and strongly motivated. 

Although it is anticipated that the PhD Scholarship will begin at the start of the next 
academic year, there is some flexibility with respect to start date. 

 

Clinical Research Fellowship 

Alzheimer’s Research UK prefers that it is the prospective Fellow that applies as Lead 

Applicant. However, in the absence of one then a prospective supervisor may apply as the 

Lead Applicant. 

Prospective Fellows acting as Lead Applicant are required to have secured a prospective 

supervisor who must be a co-applicant. If prospective supervisors already have a nominated 

candidate for the Fellowship, it is preferable that they are Lead Applicant. However 

prospective supervisors without a nominated candidate and who plan to recruit a Fellow 

following a conditional award offer from ARUK can apply directly and are required to be a 

senior established investigator in the institution where the Fellowship is to be held. 

The prospective Fellow and Lead Supervisor must be based in the UK, but co-supervisors 

and collaborators can be from abroad. Although this scheme can be for either clinical or 

‘basic’ research projects, at least one supervisor must be clinically qualified (UK MRCP, 

MRCPsych, BPS accreditation, or equivalent) with an honorary clinical contract. The Lead 

Supervisor must have a contract (fixed term or tenure) with the host institution covering the 

proposed duration of the Fellowship. If the Lead Supervisor does not hold a tenure 

appointment, the application must include a co-supervisor that does. 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted.  

Preparatory Clinical Research Fellowship 

The Preparatory Clinical Research Fellowship is suitable for trainee Old Age/General 
Psychiatrists, Neurologists, Clinical Psychologists and similar specialists. Before applying 
please check that this is the most appropriate scheme; ARUK also funds a three year 
Clinical Research Fellowship. 
 
The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK. 

Fellows are required to have secured at least one supervisor for the application. Although 
this scheme can be for either clinical or ‘basic’ research projects, at least one supervisor 
must either be clinically qualified (such UK MRCP, MRCPsych, BPS accreditation, or 
equivalent) with an honorary clinical contract. The lead supervisor must have a contract 
(fixed term or tenure) with the host institution covering the proposed duration of the 
Fellowship. If the lead supervisor does not hold an appointment, the application must include 
a co-supervisor that does.  
 



The supervisor will provide the required facilities, will have oversight of the Fellow and their 
research programme, and will contribute actively to the further training of the Fellow. 
Fellowships must be applied for by the proposed Fellow, not the supervisor(s). 
   
If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

 

Research Fellowship 

Research Fellowships are intended for junior (non-clinically qualified) researchers of 

demonstrated ability and high potential, either just emerging from PhD training or within a 

short period of obtaining a PhD (up to five years, adjustable for career breaks). 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK. 

Fellows are required to have secured a supervisor, a senior established investigator in the 

institution where the Fellowship is to be held. The supervisor will provide the facilities 

required for the research programme, will have oversight of the Fellow and their research 

programme, and will contribute actively to the further training of the Fellow. 

Supervisors are expected to hold tenure or tenure-track appointments. 

Fellowships must be applied for by the prospective Fellow, not the supervisors. 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

Senior Research Fellowship 

Senior Fellowships are intended for outstanding researchers who have a strong track record 

in dementia research but have not yet achieved tenure status. Prospective Senior Fellows 

must have obtained their terminal degree within the last three to ten years (adjustable for 

career breaks). 

Prospective Senior Fellows are required to have secured the sponsorship of a senior 

established investigator in the institution where the Fellowship is to be held. The sponsor will 

provide the facilities required for the research programme. 

Senior Fellowship sponsors are expected to hold tenure appointments.  

Senior Fellowships must be applied for by the prospective Fellow, not the sponsor. 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK.  

 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 



 

Travelling Research Fellowship 

Travelling Research Fellowships are intended for researchers (clinical or non-clinical) of 

demonstrated ability and high potential to establish their careers in dementia research. 

Prospective Travelling Fellows must have obtained their terminal degree within the last 10 

years (adjustable for career breaks). 

Travelling Fellows are required to have secured two supervisors, both senior established 

investigators in the institutions (UK and abroad) where the Fellowship is to be held. The 

supervisors will provide the facilities required for the research programme, will have 

oversight of the Fellow and their research programme, and will contribute actively to the 

further training of the Fellow. 

The final six months of the Fellowship must be spent in the UK. 

Fellowships must be applied for by the prospective Fellow, not the supervisors. 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in the UK. 

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted. 

 

Sabbatical/Secondment 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the application can include researchers or institutions outside the UK. 

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does.  

If the project requires ethical approval and/or Home Office licences, the award is dependent 

upon the requisite approvals being granted 

 

Scientific conference 

Applicants must be organising or hosting the conference. 

The lead applicant and point of contact must be based in a UK academic/research 

institution. However, the conference co-applicants and venue may be international. 

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does.   

Dementia Consortium 



Applications are acceptable from applicants based at established research institutions 

worldwide.  

The Lead Applicant is expected to have a contract (fixed term or tenure) which covers the 

proposed duration of the grant. If the Lead Applicant does not hold a tenure appointment, 

the application must include a co-applicant that does. 

 

GCTF 

Applications are acceptable from applicants based at established research institutions 

worldwide.  

Applications are required to include at least a clinician and an academic investigator or a 

clinical researcher. Small and medium enterprises may co-apply on clinician/academic-led 

projects. Applicants who are in collaboration with commercial organisations are acceptable, 

in particular if these add value to the trial – for example, access to expertise, technologies, 

reagents or funding. 

 


